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The number of books in the Bible depends on which Bible is being referenced. Protestant and

Catholic churches recognize 27 New Testament books. Protestants recognize 39 books of the

Jewish canon in the Old Testament. Roman Catholics hold 46 books of the Old Testament as

canon, along with expanded versions of Esther and Daniel. In addition to the 73 books of the

Catholic Bible, the Orthodox Church adds three more books to their canon. By far, the largest canon

of all is found in the Ethiopic Church, whose Bible totals 81 books. This Apocryphal volume contains

the books of the Catholic, Orthodox, and Ethiopic Bibles, which include: 1 Esdras, 2 Esdras, 1

Maccabees, 2 Maccabees, 3 Maccabees, 4 Maccabees, Letter (Epistle) of Jeremiah, The Prayer of

Azariah, Baruch, Prayer of Manasseh (Manassas), Bel and the Dragon, Wisdom of Sirach, Wisdom

of Solomon, Additions to Esther, Tobit, Judith, Susanna, Psalm 151, Enoch, Jubilees, 1 Clements,

Shepherd of Hermas.
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Though raised as a Protestant Christian, it held little interest for me as I had trouble believing in

some man up there in the sky directing our fate, particularly when there was so much suffering here

on Earth. I became a man of science, scoffing at the blind faith of believers and demanding proof for

all assertions, religous or otherwise.Mid-life I found myself between jobs with time on my hands and

decided I'd best read the King James Bible so that I'd at least have some idea of what I was talking

about when discussing religon. I sat down and read it cover to cover without pause, highlighting



historical passages and jotting down ancestoral lineages as I went.When I'd finished I was so

intrigued by what I'd read in the Old Testament that I began drawing time lines, filling in dates,

jotting down the time periods of the Biblical characters, following up leads in other referenced texts

and researching, verifying and tying together historical events and various lines of thought. My

research led me to other related topics--Egypt and The Book of the Dead, the Tibetan Book of the

Dead, Gilgamesh, the Twelfth Planet, Worlds in Collision, Campbells Power of Myth, Velikovskys'

Worlds in Collision, Sumerian literature, scientific books on Ancient History and the origin of

mankind and the story of the Lost Tribes and the Ark of the Covenant. I read the Mormon Bible then

the Quran. I devoted an entire year holed up in my little apartment sitting at my table 12 hours a day

surrounded by texts, notes and maps and the deeper I went the more excited and obsessed I

became.
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